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Objectves

At the end of the talk, partcipants will be able
to discuss common lay misconceptons about:

• Brain injury
• Amputaton
• Nerve injury



I have no fnancial or other commercial
relatonships to disclose.

This talk may discuss of-label uses of
medicatons.
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62 yo L MCA stroke

















Misunderstanding:  The only thing that
hurt my brain was the bullet.



Potential Mechanisms of Injury:
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Potential Mechanisms of Injury:

•Bullet destruction
•Diffuse axonal injury
•Fall from ladder with contusion 
•Bleed, swelling, compression
•Problems with blood flow to all of the body
•Seizure
•Open and retained bone; risk of infection







Misunderstanding:  He looks OK to me.
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Misunderstanding:  He looks OK to me.

Hope and denial
Old vs new memories
“Focal” neurologic
deficits



Misunderstanding:  

Perfect SAT score means full recovery.



Case: 20 yo with polytrauma from IED in Iraq







Frontal Lobe:  

What am I going to do today?



Some frontal lobe deficits:

Difculty with choosing goals, planning,
initatng

Poor consideraton of risks

Impulsivity

Poor self-monitoring of behavior











Misunderstanding:  

Speech is just words.





Right hemisphere communication
deficits

• Takes expressions literally
• Unable to identify what is relevant

information
• Sometimes confabulates
• Bad at nonverbal communication

• Body language
• Tone of voice
• Facial expression
• Bad at turn taking and other social

rules
• Social context

























Misunderstanding: 

Walking means you’re cured. 









Misunderstanding: 

Only time will tell if I will move my hand
again.



















Misunderstanding:  Pain Precludes Function





Misunderstanding: 

Thank God that’s over.





Survivors of brain injury are at a higher risk than
the general populaton for depression.





We can help 

 Brain injury rehabilitation doctor
 Therapy
 Support groups 
 Caregiver respite 
 Education, both patient and

family



Misunderstanding: 

There’s a Secret Cure: 



Misunderstanding:

No diagnosis means no injury.



Misunderstanding: 

Strength is Function.



Apraxia

 









***
 



















Thank you to all the
patients who have shared

their experiences. 



Polytrauma:
Brain injury, Amputation, and Nerve Injury – 

what laypeople get wrong

Ted Scot, MD
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